
Via email from Mr. J. Pekar, Kensington, MD resident  

 

April 4, 2016 

 

Gregory C. Johnson, P.E. 

Administrator 

State Highway Administration 

707 North Calvert Street, Mail Stop #400 

Baltimore, MD 21202 

 

Request for Public Information re: Apparent violations of State law regarding proposed salt barn 

@ Rock Creek. 

 

Dear Mr. Johnson, 

 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) proposes to build a salt barn complex at the 

Connecticut Avenue exit of the Capital Beltway, on the banks of Rock Creek, stating (see 

<http://goo.gl/b1je6z>) that a working group of SHA officials recently made a determination that 

the "location was ideal". Because the proposed facility would create significant risk of harmful 

contamination of the celebrated Rock Creek habitat (see <https://goo.gl/e4lnA3>), it was 

surprising to learn that this creekside site was deemed "ideal" for storage & handling of 10,000 

tons of salt, 20,000 gallons of brine, 10,000 gallons of magnesium chloride, & 6,000 gallons of 

diesel fuel. 

 

Also surprising was the March 31st letter to you from Gwen Wright, Director of the 

Montgomery County Planning Department (see <https://goo.gl/oynUcV>), stating (in part) that 

the "schedule published on the project newsletter does not take the Mandatory Referral process 

into account", and that the Forest Conservation Plan for the site must be amended "before SHA is 

legally authorized to begin activities". Upon reading Ms. Wright's letter, a reasonable person 

could conclude that SHA officials have taken actions, and planned actions, that are not consistent 

with SHA's responsibilities under Maryland Code, Land Use, § 20-301 through 305, and 

Maryland Natural Resources Article § 5-1601 through 5-1613. 

 

As a result, there is considerable public interest (and concern) in understanding whether SHA 

officials have violated, and/or planned actions that would violate, State law. 

 

Accordingly, under the Maryland Public Information Act, I hereby request that you either: 

• Provide to me copies of all SHA documents dated 30 March 2016 or earlier regarding the 

proposed salt barn project, including but not limited to emails, memos, and reports, that mention, 

address, or refer to any of: Mandatory Referral review(s) by the Montgomery County Planning 

Board; Maryland Code, Land Use, § 20-301 through 305; Forest Conservation Plan(s); the 

Maryland Forest Conservation Act (Maryland Natural Resources Article § 5-1601 through 5-

1613); 

• Or, if no documents exist that are responsive to this request, because SHA officials made their 

determination that the site was "ideal", and developed and published plans and a schedule for the 

proposed complex, without consideration of SHA's responsibilities under Maryland Code, Land 

http://goo.gl/b1je6z
https://goo.gl/e4lnA3
https://goo.gl/oynUcV


Use, § 20-301 through 305, or Maryland Natural Resources Article § 5-1601 through 5-1613, 

then please confirm that this is the case. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please, would you confirm receipt of this request? 

 

Sincerely yours, 

James J. Pekar, Ph.D. 

Kensington, MD resident 

 


