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My name is Bruce A. Gilmore and I am submitting this statement on behalf of the  

Audubon Naturalist Society and its Prince George’s County membership. 

 

The Financial Assurance Plan (FAP) which Prince George’s County has submitted 

to the Maryland Department of the Environment seeks to assure citizens that 

there are sufficient budgetary resources to fund the implementation of the 

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System permit (MS4 permit) to reduce and end 

stormwater borne pollution and damage to County streams and, ultimately, 

Chesapeake Bay.  The County’s Phase I MS4 permit is the backbone to reduction 

of stormwater pollution.  Its implementation depends upon the allocation of 

dependable and sufficient resources.  The FAP which the Department of 

Environment has prepared sets out the need for and sufficiency of budgeted 

dollars for permit implementation. 

 

Given the importance of the permit implementation, we urge the County Council 

to provide the critical resources needed and detailed in the FAP.  We also urge the 

County Council to take an active role in assuring that implementation reaches a 

successful conclusion. 

 

We have several observations about the text of the FAP itself which we believe 

are important. There is concern that the FAP relies too much on street sweeping 

to reach the restoration of impervious surface goals set forth in the permit.  

Under the permit, the County is to provide stormwater management to 6100 

acres of impervious surface now unmanaged or poorly managed.  This goal must 

be met by the end of the permit term, January 2, 2019.  The FAP sets forth the 



allocation of dollars for street sweeping which would result in 2000 acres of 

impervious restoration which is a substantial portion of the acres to be restored. 

 

The intention of the MS4 permit is to restore impervious surface in terms of 

projects in the ground which when properly installed and maintained, will result 

in permanent stormwater management.  Such cannot be said for street sweeping.  

To be effective at reducing stormwater pollution, street sweeping must be 

undertaken on a regular schedule, carefully planned and executed and cannot 

stop.  If it does stop, the polluting material will continue to be present, to 

aggregate, and when it rains it will be transported by stormwater into the storm 

drains and eventually into waterways.  

 

To take into account this unending operational characteristic of street sweeping, 

we urge that the future FAP and permit reporting set forth carefully how the 

program is to be developed and monitored.  We look forward to such text in the 

next FAP and in the annual permit reports which DoE is required to prepare. 

Street sweeping also provides none of the other environmental and economic co-

benefits of green infrastructure, such as access to green space, stormwater flow 

reduction, increased property values, etc. 

 

At page 4 of the All Actions Sheet of the FAP, there is set forth the complete 

impervious surface restoration program budget.  We note that, in terms of 

budgetary projection, the total anticipated expenditure is set forth to be about 

$288 million.  Most interesting is that from the end of FY 2018 to January 1, 2019, 

the end of the current permit five year term, there is an anticipated expenditure 

of almost $188 million in less than two fiscal years.  We find this anticipated 

outlay to be ambitious and offer a cautionary observation that in the future 

permit annual reports and the next FAP in two years, the County be clear and 

specific about how these expenditure goals are turning out.  We look forward to 

seeing the details of the increased output effort to restore the more than 2000 

acres of treated impervious surface in this time frame. 



As to the above mentioned additional FAP, we note that the Maryland General 

Assembly enacted legislation (SB 863, 2015 Legislative Session) requiring that new 

FAPs be prepared every two years.  DoE has indicated that the second FAP will be 

prepared and released in 2018 and that a partial FAP will be released at some 

point before the current permit term ends in January, 2019.  We urge that these 

documents contain detailed information about impervious surface restoration 

progress.  We also urge that the County be proactive in assessing whether the 

expenditure goals have been met and that the work product necessary for 

successful implementation of the restoration program has been achieved. 

 

This FAP was submitted to MDE in draft form, without a public hearing or meeting 

and without County Council approval.  Now, over three months later, citizens are 

being provided the opportunity to comment upon it.  The General Assembly set 

out a reasonable schedule for preparation of, public hearing on, and County 

approval of the FAP before it reached MDE.  We strongly urge that for the future 

iterations of the FAP, both the public process and County Council approval be 

accomplished prior to submission to MDE. 

 

I appreciate the opportunity to submit this statement. 

 

 


