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March 17, 2017 

Tammy Stidham 
National Park Service 
National Capital Region 
Attention: Anacostia Management Plan  
1100 Ohio Drive SW 
Washington, DC 20242 

Re: Comments on Anacostia Park Draft Management Plan 

Dear Ms. Stidham: 

On behalf of our over 10,000 members and supporters in the greater Washington, D.C. region, 
the Audubon Naturalist Society (ANS) hereby submits comments on the Anacostia Park Draft 
Management Plan. ANS has a history of advocating on behalf of the Anacostia River and its 
many tributaries throughout DC and Maryland, and has long led trips and walks in Kenilworth 
Aquatic Gardens. We consider Anacostia Park and its constituent parts a valuable community 
resource, and support managing it such a way as to maintain principles of habitat protection, 
water quality, and public access to green space and the riverfront. We join our colleagues in 
many other environmental organizations in supporting Alternative 4. 

 

Water Quality: 

The Draft EA dismissed water quality impacts from consideration, a puzzling omission given the 
intense focus on water quality in the Anacostia River in past years and the progress towards 
success in that goal. The Park, its Management Plan, and subsequent plans for individual 
components or buildings must all hold water quality in the forefront as an essential goal to be 
achieved, not just an impact to be mitigated. 

Fortunately, the Draft EA rightfully recognized the important role of wetlands in the covered 
area. Historically, the banks of the Anacostia supported as much as 2,600 acres of wetlands, of 
which just over 100 remain. The wetlands protected by Anacostia Park make up 50% of the 
District’s entire remaining wetland area, and as such are incredibly precious and must be not 
only protected but expanded and restored. 



 
 

As pointed out by our colleagues at the Anacostia Watershed Society, a very important 
consideration for Alternative 4 is listed in the Affected Environment section:  

“In general, the low intensity recreational uses of the floodplain proposed in the 
Alternative 4 would not have a perceptible impact on flood storage capacity or 
downstream flood elevations nor would they obstruct, restrict, or redirect flood flows. 
Wetland restoration would enhance the flood dissipation, flood storage, water quality, 
and wildlife habitat functions of floodplains in several areas of the park. The National 
Park Service would continue to maintain floodplains as it has in recent years in 
accordance with the statements for management for the park (NPS 1988a and 1988b) 
and NPS Management Policies 2006 (NPS 2006). Therefore, the impacts under 
alternative 4 would not approach the level of significant.” 

Floodplain maintenance and keeping anything other than very low intensity impacts out of the 
floodplain are essential for maintaining water quality gains, preventing damaging flooding, and 
increasing resilience against sea-level rise.  

Any new development within the Park must not only follow DC Department of Energy & 
Environment stormwater management standards, it should also take advantage of 
opportunities to remove impervious surfaces wherever possible. It should also direct park units 
to install green infrastructure retrofits to capture and treat polluted runoff from older 
construction. 

 

Habitat Protection: 

The Plan should prioritize the Anacostia’s critical role as a flyway and its forested and wetland 
banks as a habitat resource for birds and other wildlife. As such it should direct park units to: 

 Consolidate developed areas and minimize the development footprint. The 
fragmentation of habitat negatively affects many species of wildlife. 

 Site developed areas as far away as possible from sensitive habitats. 

 Consider the importance of meadow / grassland habitat as well as upland forest. 
Meadows support a unique assemblage of species. The District has little of this 
habitat remaining and much of it is found within Anacostia Park. Ensure meadows 
are pollinator-friendly (e.g., avoid pesticide use, plant species used by pollinators.) 

 Preserve, create and/or enhance and maintain a continuous vegetated riparian strip 
along both sides of the river, thus providing screening to wildlife on the river. This 
will also provide movement corridors along the river, nesting and foraging habitat 
for wildlife and improve stormwater management, bank stabilization, and water 
quality. 

 Maintain, enhance and/or create connections among blocks of habitat within 
Anacostia Park, and with nearby parklands (e.g., Fort Circle Parks).  

 Utilize native plants for all planting, and utilize local ecotypes where possible. 

 Minimize the addition of lighting and use wildlife-friendly lighting. 



 
 

 

Audubon Naturalist Society supports Alternative 4 

Alternative 4 best embodies the principles described above, while maintaining access to the 
wonders of the natural world for both the local and regional community. We urge you to 
implement Alternative 4, and to prioritize water quality as an essential goal alongside natural 
area (habitat) protection and recreation access. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Eliza Cava 

Director of Conservation 


